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ONFIDENT 794
DEP ARTMENT OF ARMY :
HERADQUARTERS 2D BRIGADE, - o5TH INFANTRY DIVISION
APO 94225
AVDCSB-C - | 10 March 1969

SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACJ3 K-1)

Commanding General .
25th Infantry Division .
ATTN: Division Historian
APO 96225

1. (U) Operation ‘TOAN THANG, Phase II. |
2. (U) Dates of Operation: 010001 June 1968 ~ 162400 February 1969,

3. (U) ZLocation: Gia Dinh,'n‘H.au Hgia,' Binh Duong, and Tay Ninh
Provinees, Republic of Vie tnam,

Lo (U) Control Headquarters: 2d Brigade, 25th Infantry Diviaion.
5. (U) Reporting Officer: Colomel H.S. Long Jr.
6. (C)  Task Organization: |

1st Battalion, 5th Infantry (M)
1st Battalion, 27th Infantry
2d Battalion, 12th Infantry
2d Battalion, thth Infantry

" 2d Batbalion, 27th Infantry
2d Battalion, 34th Armor -
3rd Squadron, 4th Cavalry
3rd Battalion, 224 Infantry
3rd Battallon, 187th Infantry
4th Battalion, 9th Infantrwy
2d Battalion, 3rd Infantry =
3rd .Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry
65th Engineer Battalion

GROUP -,

" LOWNGRADED AT » YEAR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
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CENFILENT74 <
' R 10- March 1969
Combat Cperations After Action Report (RCS: MACJ3 K—1)

1st Battalion, 8th Artillery

C Battery, 7th Battalion, 11th Artillery

B and C Batteries, 2d Battalion, 13th Artillery
3rd Battalion, 13th Artillery

B and C Batterdes, 1st Battalion, 27th Artillery
B and C Batteries, 24 Battalion, 77th Artillery
C Battery, 3rd Battalion, 197th Artillery

C Battery, 2d Battalion, 319th Artillery

38th Scout Dog Platecon '

7. (C) Supporting. Forcés:

2 Artille‘ry supp'ori-:.,

(1)
(a)

®)

(2)

Units,

L A

——— ey
RN

Direct support: . 1st Battalion, 8th Artillery fired in direct
support of the 2d Brigade, 25th Infantry Division,

Gensral support:

'C Battery, 7th Battalion, 11th. Artillery

B and C Batteries, 2d Battalion, 13th Artillery

A, B, C and D Batteries, 3rd Battalion, 13th Artillery
B and C Batteries, 1st Battalion, 27th Artillery

B ard C Batteries, 2d Battalion, 77th Artillery

C Battery, 3rd Battalion, 197th Artillery

C Battery, 2d Battalion, 319th Artillery

Artillery was employed in Operation TOAN THANG, Phase II,

to provide: .,

(a)
(b)
(c)
@)
(c)
(£)

(g)

Ié-nding zone;l pﬁparations,

Suppressive fires,

Counter-mortar fires.

Suppréssion of‘snipér fire. _
Destruction of attacking enemy forces (direct fire),
Hand I fires,

Snoke and screening fires,

2
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CONFIPENTIH

10 Mareh 1969

AWCEB-C. - S . ,
SUBJECT: Cambat Operations After Actlon Report (RCS:. MACJI3 K-1)

(h) Harking reunds for location,
(i)} TMlumination, |
(3) 309,744 rounds of 105m, 155m and & inch artillery were

flred in support of 2d Brigade operations and Vietnamese wnits within
the Brigade TAOI. o : .

- be Ammy Aviation: The four (4) organic OH-23's were exchanged
for four (4) OH-6A's, The aircraft were used on & daily basis by the
battalions for command and control, liaisor and reennnaissance missions,
During the period, the aircraft flew a total of 3855 hours, ¢onsisting
of 8040 tasks, 14,071 sorties and 14,018 passengers carried. The 25th . .
Aviation Battalion provided a UH~1D command and contral helicopter
to the Brigade Commander. 'The Brigade Cormander nsed the C&C exten-
sively .far controllfng multi-battalion opérations, making ecmmand
visits, and observing tactical operations. The. Brigade utilized one
or more assault helicopter companies on 211 days of Operation TOAN Yae
THANG, Phase II, The helicopter companies were nomally furnished by ST
the 269th Combat Aviation Battalion, The assault helicopter companies
were used primarily to conduct combat agsault and eagle flightss
- CH-47's allocated daily by II Field Foree » rosupplisd the battalions .
during Operation TOAN THANG, Phase II. A total of 1681 CH-L7 sorties
were utilized during the operation to move 1944 tons of Qlass I
through V supplies, personnel and mail to the forward areas., UH-1D's
performed several emergency resupply misaions on a quick and timely
basis, : -

c. Air Support (USAF)
(1) General:‘ |

(a) Tactical fighter bombers from the Tth Tactical Air Force
were used to support 2d Brigade opgrations, The Forward Air Control-
lers were from the 19th Tactieal Alr Support Squadron, Night opera-
tions were supported. by Spooky, Shadow and Moonshine of Bien Hoa Air
Force Base. ' '

(2) 2019 fighter sorties were flown by tactieal fighters within
the Brigade TAOI; 1569 of these strikes were pre-planned sorties,
450 of the strikes were immediate request sorties in support of troops
in contact, ' :

CONF/DENT 14 e -
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CONEIDENTII ‘.

AVDCSB-C , ‘ 10 March1969
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report (RCS: MACJ3 K-1)

" (3)  The following is the results of the tactical fighter strikes:

Destroysd | Damaged Uncc{Jl;\‘ré red
Bunkers 305 1 56 " 328
Trenches (meters) 3980 15402 2836
Fighting Positions 1304 38
Structures | 337 | 9%

Secondary Explosions 248

Secondary Fires 132
- Killed by Air - 303.v¢ (BC), 493 Ve (POSS)
d, Chemical Operatio'ns-'~ : _ i

(1) Chemical operatlons in support of Operatlon TOAN THANG T,
:anluded tactical and persistent €S drops, defoliation m:Lss:Lons, and
"Sniffer" missions flown by the 9th Chemlcal Detachment in Suprcrt bi‘ the
?d Bie Operatlons. _

(2) Defollation missions have been flown in 24 Bde areas of .
operation to clear vegetation bordering roads, paths, trails and water- '
ways (Oriental and Saigon Rivers), thus reducing possible sites from .
which frierdly forces may be ambn shed; revealing enemy trails, supply
route or installations in forestéd areae; clearing vegetation from fields
of fire and avenués of approach; clearing vegetetion surrounding Cu Chl
Base Cﬂmp and other critical msta].latlons. .

(3) Perslstent C5 drops from CH~47!'s have been made in Areas
of the lower Boi Loi, upper HoBo Woods and the Cape Camaveral area,
Enemy routes of infiltration, trails, LOC's, suspected turnels and bunker
complexes, and suspected rocket launching sites, hpve been the prlmary
targets of CS drops made in support of 2d Bde, -

4) or paricular interest was the use of €S in tunnel device
operations, The 1-5 Infantry (M) encountered large tunnel complexes which
were considered too large .to be effectively flushed by the Mity-Mite
blower., On this situation 55 gallon drums of CSwae made available to the
2d Bde,- The. 10 pound sacke of CS were placed inside the tunrel complex,
spaced about 20 meters apa rt, all charges and sacks were connected

CCVFIPENTIA
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simultaneously. This method sealed the tunnel, trapping the CS inside,
effectively denving the tunnel to the enemy.

x

8, (C) In‘benigencet

a. Bremy units durlng the initial stage of Operation TOAN THANG IT
were scattered and in a general phase of regrouping. There was sporadic
contact but no indication. that he had the ability or resources to 1aunch
a maaor offensne.

b A's the brigade AO enlarged toward the nort.hwest, the movement angd
positions of the enemy forces became more eanallized into the areas of
the Filhol, HoBo Woods and the Citadel. Contact with small elements cont-
inued and harrassing tactics in the form of mortaring and hit and run attacks
were prevalent.

Durmg the month of September, st.ronger; better armed forces were
enconnt.ered. ~ The majority of contacts were made with local VC forces.
There was contimyous evidence of resupplying and. construction of defensive
positions by the enemy. In October, FSB KEENE received a ground attack
thoygh not by a:force large enough to over run it. In the Citadel area,
there was a coordinated attack on A & D 2-12 Inf between 101800 and 11~ "~
1800, In both cases, the enemy did not commit himself in a decisive way.
There was: evidence of more. NVA scldiers maklng contact, though no main §
force NVA unite coyld be ‘pinpointed.

d. In December, the 88th Regiment was identified as a subordinate’
of SR-2. The area of operations for the 88th was the Citadel-Hobc Woods
The 7th Bn, Cu Chi, was operating in small units and the 268th Regiment
was dispersed in the lower Boi Loi Woods,

e, On 11 December, two PW's identified their units as the 268th
Regiment ard gave & loeation of XT5333316 (lower Boi Loi Woods). In=-
terrogation indicated thatwno large seale attacks were planned for the
immediate future., In the southern portion of thé brigade AO documents
and agent reports irdicnted the preserice of elements of the 267 and 242
battalions., -Agent reports and captured documents also indicated that
the 272 Regt was located in the Angel's Wing area; that it had moved
scuth from its previous location west of Tay Ninh, Southeast of this
area along the eastern side of the Oriental River, captured PW's and
documents identified the 2642 Bn, Enemy harassment through standoff
attacks of mottar and rocket fire throughout the brigade AO was prevalent

f. On -,3-Febmary,a PW stated that the local unmits in Hoc Mon
were to assist in the movemert of the 101st NVA Regt. towards Saigon, .
generally following the Saigon River from the Dau Tieng area down through
Hoc Mon,  Other units identified in early February were the 242 Bn, with
its headouarters in Ba Thu, Cambodia but operating in the Duc Hue area, and
continued identification of the 268th Regt. in the Citadel area,

: 5 )
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g At treend of Operation TOAN THANG 1I, there was still evidence
of main force units in the brigade AQ., The 268th Regt and the 88th Regt
had taken heavy losses but weré receiving replacements from North Vietnam
through ‘the Fishhook area. Local Forece guerillas, though sustaining
continued losses still had the capablility to harrass military installations
and terrorize many sections of the civilian community. In turn, there

were still adeouate numbers of civiiians who wore either neutral br
sympathetic to the local forces to permlt concealment and resuprly.

9. {(C) Mission: 2d Brigade conducts offensive operations in TAOI
commencing 1 Jure 1968 to:

. - F&‘ust.rat.e emmy plans, locate and deatroy VC/NV& forces, base
camps ard support areas. ‘

. b, .Defend Phu Guong, Ba Bep and Trang Bang Bridges.

c. Clear a.nd secure MSR's,

d. Exscute Pacii‘lcat.ion program (a.f‘ber 25 Oct "Colors Wpt). N
€y ,Conduct ‘{GI'operations. |
f. Develop targets for B-52 and persistent CS strikes, ' .

.-g« Conduct .combined pffensivé operations in conjunction with 25th’
and Sth ARVH Infantry D:'wisions, throughout TAOI to destroy eremy forces,

h. Interdict movarrent by VG/NVA foroes through the TAOIL through
various con‘z.dors by exbens:.ve activities wlthln the corridors,

10, (G) Goncept. of Operatlon' 2d He in conjunction with the 25th _

ARVN Div, RF/PF units and Natiomal Police conducted combined and =~
unilateral roffensive opex‘aktlo ® within the TAOI to pre-empt VO/NVA
initiatives, to interdiet his lines of comm and to counter ;
enemy initiatives, : b

1. (c) Executions '

a. The month of Jung saw daily contact with small.-eremy units.
Almost daily, elements of the 2d Brigade were locating and destroying
small caches, thus maintairdng a strong and persistent offensive against
the eremy., A major contact was sudained on 17 June vieinity XS7499.
Elements of the 2d Battallon, 27th Infantry were lopated in a night
laager which,received a main attack by an estimated NVA battalion, em-
ploying small arms, RPG's, automatic weapons and 60mm mortar: fir:. -'
Tmmediately the US troors returned fire with organic weapons, artillerw,
gunships and a "SpOCl;y" The NVA Battalicn had to withdraw, leaving
67 NV;; (BC) and 2 large emount of ememy weapons, munitions and personal gear.

6
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b. The month of July was characterized by a linited nurder of -
contacts with the enemy. The encmy had been defeated dirirg his May off-
ensive and was gererally avoiding major contact throughout the TAOI. On
the afternnon of 8 July, Cc € 1st Bn, 27th Infantry, discovered a large
cache . wvic XT799124., The cache cohtained 238x&0mm rds, 18x82rm rds, 4 boxes
of medical surplies, and other assorted small arms nrmmunition,

c. The month of August was uneventful with: respect to actunl
contact., The enemy was evasive and unwilling to make contnct. However,
the 2d Brigade kept the offensive by locating several caches during the
period. The 2d Bat*alion, 14th Infantry, on 4 Aug,lcc~ted a large
munitions cache vic XS64599, in a canal, A thorcugh search uncovered
17x107mm rockets complete, 16x75mm RR rds, 22 CHICOM anti-tank mines
and 56 pounds .of CHICOM TNT, On 7 Aug 68, another cache . was found
vic XT7:7210 which revealed 139x75mm RR rds. On still another occesion
on 17 pug 68 the 2d Battalion, 14th Infantry, vic XT743192 located 3 -
urusual dirt mounds approximately 2 feet high., 4 probe into these mourds
uprooted 107 RPG-2 ‘rds, 140x82mn rds, 23x75mm RR rds, 50x5 feet pieces
CHICOM bangalore torpedos, 29 CHICCM anti-tank mines, 500 rds .51 cal
am-0, 300 £ blooks €EHICOM TNT and 28,500 rds 7.62 ammunition,

d. The month of September Preducéd no. significant contacts, The o
enemy conducted small unit -sige harassing actions, The largest cache .t
of the month was found on 27 September when elements of the " 3d Battalicn,
49th ARVN Regiment, suprorting the 2d Brig=de, located 104x75mm RR rds,

282 60mm rds, 281x&mm rds, 3 cases of CHICOM grenzade,s, 21 anti-tank

mines and 3 cases of AK arnnunltmn.

- The enemy contlnued to avo:Ld major contact during the mcnth of
October. on.1 October whilé combat assaulting inte the northern HoBo
Woeds, B and € Companies, 2-12 Infantry, observed five VG running into twoe
tunnels and enghged with organic weapcms, LFT, and CS grs. After kill- .
ing 14 VC-and taking 11 V& (POW), Co B, 2-12 Inf, locsted n huge cache
of the 7th Cu Chi Ba ttalion Rear Detnchnent. The cache partislly
camouflaged, w8 located vic XT589277 and cont=’ned 87x&2mm rds, 29
cases of RI'G-2 rds, 30 cases of AK amm0, 73 bangalore torpedces, 15 ceses
60mm amrio, 7 pistols of assorted types, 1xt0mm mortar, 5 lbs of doc-
uments, 66,000 VN piasters, and 1 complete surgical klt. On 10 Oct 68,
units. from ‘the 2-12 Inf, 2-27 Inf and 4-9 Inf made contact with an éstimated
battalion sized’ enemy unit vieinity XT431224 and continued cent-ct until
2000 hrs, resulting in 26 VC KIA and 85 VC KIA (poss)., Throughout October
the 2-14 Infantry conducted intensive VCI operations within the My Hnnh,'
area of Duc Hoa District. The battalion was very sukcessful in destr-ying
the Viet Ccng Infrastructure in the area, Theitense work in this area
brought, forth many caches and Chieu Hoi's, ~
. B\erg one day 3 VC's rallied under the Chieu Hoi Frogram to the
battalicn. The three ralliers led the 2-14 Infto D AK-47's, 1 IS carbine, \
4 RIG - .2 RL's, 2 RPG-7 rds, and 600 rds small arms ammo. The followmg\
day two more V@ rallied to the goverrment at the same locatiocn,.

\‘
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£, Ndvemb;ar had several cache finds which usually consisted of 1la

nth

quantities of rice and médical supplies. 'The mnjor cont>ct of the.mo
took plate at 0130 on 28 November 1968. "Elements-of the 2d Battalion,

27th Infantry, vic'XT334151 were engaged by small arms, RTG fire » autos-
matic weapons and 60mm mortar fire. Fire was returned irmediately with

organic weapons and artillery. The. eremy withdrew, leaving 36 V€ KTa,
3 CAICMM light machine guns, 2 RPG-2 launchers, 10 AK~47's, 7 RNG=7

launchers’ and 25 rifle grenades, o

g. December started with a large cache discovery by the 2d Battalion,

12th Infantry, vicinity X7613292, The cache contained 128x&2m rds, .
L3 cans of charges, 30 RPG-7 ‘rds and 54 RFG-2 boosters,
contacts took place during the remainder' of the month.

" 'h. During Jamuary the ersiy avolded contact throughout the: TAOT.

"1, e ' 1st Battalion, 5th Infantry (Mechanized), on the 2d of -
‘February, found a large rice and food ¢ache in vic XT524223: 24,000 lbs

Numerous 1ight

of urpdlished rice and 20 cans of fish, On Feb, while sweeping: through

grenades, = Tl

~J. Detalled sumary of _emcution_is' attached for perio&s-: '

€1} 1.Jun 68 ~ 30 Sep 63'(-in¢1f1) L

- 2) 1.0ct 68 - 16 Feb 69 (Incl 2)
12 (0) meswms:. .
'a. | Ernemy ]i.‘t')sse_,srz'- - | : | n. .
| ‘__(1).' Ife’f-éonﬁel - - B

vc/NvA Kra (BC)
VC/NVA KIA (TOsS)

- VC/NVA TOW
"Chieu Hoi's
Detainees
(2) Eqiipment Captured
Individual Wpns - 634
Crew Served lpns 51

RFG Wpns 9

o - |
( o, 4 /T/ [7[*"/ s :/,/,71;

1797
876
303
17
1425
Dest.roEd

153

19

31

“the ‘upper Filhol Flantatlon, the 2d Battalion, 34th Armor, discovered a
large weapons cache vic XT639218. The following items were found:

50x122mn rockets, 40x122mm boosters, 23x122mm mortars, . 20x10%mn rockets,
45x82mm mortar rds, 43 boxes of €4, 34 RFG-7 rds, and”“5 cases of CHICOM ¢

Lm

Total

787

128



(3) Munitions:

Oy W

122mm Rkts (compt) 56
12.?__1mn_ Warheads 36
122mm Rkt Mortar L7
10%m Rkts Complete 79
107mm Warheads 6
120mm Mortar
82mm Mortars 1014
82mn Fuzes 304
75RR - 283
6Cmm Mortar 649
60mm Fuzes . 150
57RR :
RIG-7 (B=41) 531
RPG-7 (Boosters) " R79
RFG-2 (B-40) 864 -
RTG-2 (Boost.ers) 154
14, %mm MG~ . )
12, 7m MG 250,
.51 ¢ca1 2400
 +50 Cal 250 .
© L5 Cal 76
Srum. _ L8

.38 Cal

CHIGM (7.62 Long) 36450

7 382 (Short) (AE?
Cal

7% 1b Bomb

1100

..500 1b Bamb

2%0 Ib- BOElb
CBU .
an rd

 155mm

106mm RR
105mm
4,2 Mortar
Om (HE)
POmm RR
81mm Mortar - .
M-72 1AW =7
AT Mines 147
A0 Mires |
Home Made Mines
US Claymore (M-18a1) 7
CHICOM Directional

Mines . 7

7

‘r"'- (' ‘.".i,fl “’l-'l‘ ﬁj{: i '44‘/7 ij‘/‘;fj.:

Captured

146433

1
614,
143"

41
460
113

257

226
671

134
100

1217

1100
230
109
150

3770

21986

5950

Total

59
36
L7
79

6

1
1628
L7
324
1109
263
4
788
155
1535
288
100{
250:
3617
1350
306
157
150 -
« 40220
168419
7050
s
5
7
94
6
47
70
70
13
2.
22
124
313
52
17
25

78

.~
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Captured Do gtroyed Total
Rifle Grenades 30 108 138
AT Grenades ' 12 L8 60
US Hand Grenades 42 178 220
CHICOM Handgrenades 727 L6 1573,
CHICOM TNT 3181 1bs 296} 1bs 3281f1bs
CHICOM C-3/C-4 2090 1bs 2131 1bs 2303 1bs
“Shape Charges 3 -3
‘Bargalore Torpedoes 34k 112 156
Detonating Cord 9 1201 1201
Blasting Caps 1206 L6 1652
~ Electrical Wire 3600 2801 38801
I Tims Fuze ' 2001 2001
: \ “Fuze Igniters 234 : 234
i {4) “Constructiont o
“Bunkers 4275 4275
Fighting Tositions : 1706 1706
Tunnels 354 35,
Trench : 1180 mtrs 1180 mtrs
Milita.ry Structures _ _ . 98 - 98
Punjt Tifs : _ 136 136
" Fott Bridges : 16 © 16
; Boad Hlocks : &7 67
- (5) Documents: 265 1bs 265 1bs
(6) ‘supplies:
! ‘Medical Supplies 172 1bs 172 1bs
VC/NVA Upiforms = = 87 122 209
VG/NVA Webgrar 11 5, o 65
'US Tistol Belt .30 26 56
-VC Tonchos" 155 177 272
VC/NVA Helmets 12 13 25
VC/NVA Gasmasks = = 31 17 48
VC/NVA Hammocks 124 278 402
: VO/NVA mise clothing 52 lbs " 50 1bs 104 1bs
e Sardals 45 pr - 57 pr 102 pr
V0/NVA Canteens 110 5217 627 .
V¢/NVA Medical Bags 7 28 . 35
! VG/NVA. Entrenching . |
. tools 18 28 46
' VG/NVA Ticks .30 " o
'; Machetes _ 97 18 115
{ Knives ' 2 5 7
‘ Flashlights -7 6 13

Flashllght Batteries 109 12 121

10
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AK Magazires -
RI'D Drums
Military Radios
Civilian Radios
Antenna
Field Thores

- Commo Wire

Sampans

Samran Motors
Bicycles
Motorsgsooters -
Automobiles
riasters (GVN)

- Rice

Fish

Salt

Teanuts

Cookdng 0il
Condensed Milk
Cooking Utensils

" Stoves

Sewing Machines

- Typewriters

Carbide lamps
Tabacco

‘(7)_ Miscellanaous;'

Captured
186
Th
11
9

77831$
283230 “1bs

3750 1bs
100 1bs

200 cans

12 1bs .

12
3

4L
750 1bs

Destroyed

101 -
L7 .

-3
2735t

177

10

1

21729 1bs
41 cans

1100 1bs

250 1bs
50 gals

17 1bs
10
2
3
3

Total

287

121.
11
9
2
i

58351
117
6
15
1

1
77831%
304959 1bs
L1 eans
‘L850 lbs
350 1bs .
50 gals
200 cans
29 lbs
10
14
6
7
750 1bs

-Cépbuwed 12.aiming stakes, 3x60mm morﬁar'sights, 3x60mm

‘b, US Casualties:?

KIA

=5 Inf (M) 39
1-27 Inf 37 -
212 Inf < by
2«14 Inf 32
2-27 Inf 57
2-34 Armor 0
3-4 CAV 13
3-22 Inf 3
3-187 Inf 1
49 Inf 20

11

86
242
259
308

19
g9
24
57
135

AL

73
123

mortar baseplates, | 1nudspeaker, 1X82mm mortar baseplate, 40 cartons VN
cigarettes, 2 watches, 2 US compasses, 3 snorkels, 4 inrertubes; 2 RI'G-7
sights; 1x50 c¢al MG Tripod, 2 pair binoculars, 1 tape recorder, 1400!
nylon rope, 200 1bs surgiecal soap, 2 letters, 4 TRC 25 batteries, 2 VC
flage, 2 NVA flage, 1 Russian flag, 1xA0mm mortar cleaning kit, 1x2% HP
gererator, 1x3 HP engire, 30! claymore wire, 50 fishing poles.

531

286

291
365
19
102
27
68
155
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KIA WIA TOTAL |
é 2-3 Inf ' 11 28 39 ;
: 3-17"CAV 2 0 2 |
! C/65 Engr 9 21 30
{ 1-8 Arty 1 43 Lk |

¢. US Combat Losses of Major Items fram t Jun 68 = 16 Feb 69,

ITEM : 15 2~12 2-14 2-27 2-34,  TOTAL |
M11341; AFC 83 1 8l -
£-Ton Truck " 1 2 :
24-Ton Truck 1 1 2
5-Ton Truck 1 1
5~-Ton Wrkr - ' 1 1
M-48 Tank : . _ 13 13
M0 35 Lo T 39

.50 Bal MG ¢ 32 : » Co .32,
M~3A1-Bub MG 4504 2 - - 5 7 |
Sub MG Car, 15 : .5 5 .

M16A1 " 151 19 12 12 1% . 208

45 Cal Tistol 33 1 2 7 18 61

M79 Grenade Taunh 35 8 3 2 é L

9Omm RR 4 1 5 ‘o

AN/VRC~12 3 3

AN/VRC-46 9 7 10

p AN/VRC-47 6 1 "7

- AV/VRG~53 4 30T

AN/GRC~125 6 6
AN/TRC-25 = 11 A 15 |
AN/PRT- - : ' 10 5 15 |
AN/TRR-9 e 8 6 R TA !

Starlight (HM) 20 1 - o 3 24

Starlight (G8) 3 .3

Mine Detactor 3 2 5
81mm Mortar. - 11 _ 11
Carrier 82mm 2 1 3 |
Metascope ‘ 1 1 2 !
> Armament. Sub-system 11 11
Telescope M-49 1 1 2 !

Searchlight 2 2

3/4-ton Truck - . 1 : .

13 Administrative Matters.

&. Supply: During the reporting period the supply point distribution
system was in effect for all major units. The supply points were located
at the base camp from which major units drew all major items of eauipment
and supplies. Major units made unit dustribution to their subordinate
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elements whepever it was naotical On some occasions, major units alao _
employed the supply point distribuilon system, The repupply rrgt, iods used

during the pepiod included transporting supplies fyom the “bas ‘gAmp to a
forward fiele; Jocation (fire  support base) and subscouently o a forward
position, 1 e.a night laager, hardspot and patrol base. Supplies are
normally moved by surface from the base gamp to the forward field logation
except for cembat emergencies and to logations not sceessible by road

With

)i;lr asgats

ferial Iesupply is conducted utilising the CH-47 and the UH-1D
the CH~47, lobds are carried both internally and extemallyz :
are limited and difficult to obtain at times. Therefore, @ 5@ &
should by made to move supplies by surface means whenever pid a)
ing this peritd the basic problem consisted of a shortagg of bBarnier -
and fortification material, Thesg shortigss included erheeefing wire, -
sindbage and’ heavy timber required for'establishing overnight defensiva ‘
positions, Asaa,ult troops carried more that a basig load of 'wmhmition
which cons:Lstgd of the normal combat load plus the individual and grew-
served weapons load, The additional ammunition regirements ereated a
resupply problem, In most cases, combat resupply was accamplished by
CH~7 or UH~1B, On several occasions, there was a shortage of claymore
mines with detonating devices, trip flares and 4Om (M79) ammtinition, -
Resupply has been hampered to some degree by a shortage of alr rigg.ing
er;uipmnt. wh;j.igh has a serviceability span of aix (6) mnnths. e

b. Maini;gnance: Maintenance operations and support dzming the per-
lod, have fligtuated from fair to good, The majop problem has heen jin-.
the area of pépair parts availability, Sevepal gombat espential items,
i.0,, FTRC-RS/77 radios, 90mm Recoilless Rifles, 81mn mortars, 4,2 inch
mortars, ming detectors, and starlight scopes were deadlired in expasﬂ

of 30daygdm toparts.

C. %I‘.t'ea.ment of Casualties and Evacuatiﬂn' : Adequate emcuation
of casualties. was provided by the 159th Medical Detachment during Thase -
II, During Ea.jor cont'lct.g with the enemy, the 15%9th Medical Détachment
was supplemented by other, helicopter medical detachmerits to handle the
large casualty requirements, The 2d Brigade casualties were speedily
evacuated to t,he medical fac:.lit.ies that had the capa,bility of treating
the type oi‘ wozmd imvolved, = -

d, 'I‘ransport.af.ion" Orga.nic wheeled vehjcles were used to resupply
fire support bases, During company sized or larger unit moves; nons -
organic whigles were required, The mojor pI‘OblﬁmS in this area wete
deadlired ve;;icles without seats and side boards which decreased the unjt
trasportation ‘availability and capability consjderably. Also, mines
were a great and continyous threat to surface transportation.” Ap
transportation assets are limited and wore used only when requirements
could not be met by surface means, Due to the heavy commitment of Aymy
Aviation support. aerial resupply could not always be satisfied on a
time]y basis.
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e. Comnunications,
(1) KY-8 Operation: Voltage required for the K¥-8is 25 volts,
ield CP arrarngements have used a 24 Voltage battery in conjunction -
with a 28V Gemerator, Thorder to insure 25 Volts for the KY-8, 30 Volt
battery service is necessary and will eliminate unsatisfactory secure
voice operatiocn,

(2)  AN/TRC-25 long Antemna, AT-271: There has been a tendency
to throw away the Long Antenna AT-271 when the nylon cord breaks., The
antenna can be saved by using field wire WDO1 as a substituts, -

(3) Antenna E-292: Improved Communications has been achieved
by the proper constuction of ,the 292 Antenna when erected té.comply with
the frequency ranges the Antenna has been designed for,: Mutual 1n1ﬂerfer—
ence has been eliminated when antennas were pro-perly erec't.ed :

f. Aviation; The suggested USARV Flying Hour Frogram, based on the
DA, USAAVCOM Program of 60 hours per month per QH-HA helicopter is
unrealistic, Due to the fact that logistical support (i.e., MOL, major
comporents, parts, etc.) for scheduled maintenance is based on that figure,
actual flying hours per OH-6A within the 2d Brigade and the 25th Irfantry
Division, coupled with unscheduled maintenance caused by the emviron-
mental conditions and rigors of combat result in increased déwntime
and delays which detract from the purfomance of the combat m:Lss:Lon.- (see
chart below).’ '

OH=64

Month # A/C % Operationally : Average Hours

' ‘ ready C per A/C
1968 Div { 2d Ble . Div 2d Bde = ‘Div | 24 Bde
Avg 201 4 78.L | 8. -93 { 108
Sep 21 i 88.74f 93.0 - -~ .90 | 118
Oct 20 L 784} 8.4 ' * 93 {108
Nov 191 4 83.2 | 78,8 100 | 131
Det .29 4 87.4 | 89.5 . 991 133
1969 o ' ' _
Jan L A 76.1 | 641 139" 1 114
Feb 3. | &4 78.0 | 64,0 . 106 112

12;." Special Equipment and 'I’eéhniques: o

a. Scout and Tracker dogs were used extenswelv throughout the
reporting pericd. The employment of the scout degs was mostly at night
w1th platoon and scetion size ambush patrols, This technioue prcved to

14
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be very effective because of the dog's ability to alert cn possible VC/NVA
movement or ambush sites. Scout dogs were also employed during daylight
RIFs on the point. The utiligation of scout dogs on the point was very
effactive in detecting booby traps or possiblé VG turnels 4if the VC had
been in the area within a two day time perind. Tracker dogs were used

extensively after contacts for the purpose of tracking wouhded VC/NVA -

and along routes of withdrawal for possible VC/NVA sanctuartes.

' b. During the period 20-29 January 1969, one of the mameuver bat-
talions conducted Airboat operations in and along swamp areas which
consisted of the following: Reégonnaissance in force, search operations
and resources éontrol, The purpose 6f the cperation- was to destroy
VC/NVA forces, interdict movement and uncover supply .caches. The opera-
tion proved to be sucessful and essential, The assigment of assets to
a unit responsible for swamp areas would be invaluable, Some of the
problems encountered were communication between craft and with higher
elements and navigational problems without an: aircraft overhead for
command and control purposes. . The inability of the Airboats to operate
at night because of the lack of a high intensity light system hampered the
operations considerably.: _ .

c. During the reporting period two Riverine operations were conducted,s
Concept of operations was to provide a ground reaction force to-exploit ¢
contacts initiated by the US Navy between time periods of 1600-2400 S
hours.. Upon contact.the US Navy was to naintain the contact until the
infantry could be employed on or near the point of contact either bv air
or by ATC's, - Contact was made a total of five (5) times during both
operations, Froblem areas enécuntered were numerous. Artillery cover—
age was very inadecuate at times due to the locations of the FSB's sup-
porting the operations. “Inability of the grourd forces to operate be-
causs of the terrain which prevented rapid moverent especially during
hours of darkmess.. Contactswere very short and a definite target could -
not be pinpointed for the employment of the ground forces.

d. Joint operations were corducted throughout Operation TOAN THANG
Phase II with RF/FF units and ARVN Battalions, Joint operations with
the RF/TF was condué¢ted utilizing combined forces on ambush patrola and
local security RIFs, Combined operations were also corducted utiliging
the CRIF and Recon platoons of all maneuver elements with the RF/IF
forces, ‘The combined operations with the RF/TF forces proved very
aPfective and created a better relationship between RF/TF and US forces.
The ARVN battalions and US battalion size elements conducted joint oper-
aticns consisting of cordon and search of villages and hamlets, combat
assaults into areas for search and clear and reconnaissance in force twpe
missions. These operations were very successful in eliminating VC/NVA
forces within mmerous villages and Fmilets and areas in close proximity
thereof. This type of operation was beneficial to both forces, in that
it gave both the US and ARVN Forces the chance to observe the techmioues
and tactics used by both forees on the combined operations.

15 ‘
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e. The technique of inserting troops at night, utilizing nine (9)
ship 1ifts into preplanned landing zones, wns utiliged throughout the
operations, This technicue proved to be very effective in disrupting VO
NVA movement along known infiltration and supply routes, Once on the
ground, the element whould move approximately 500 to 700 meters and
establish a patrol base, Two ambush patrols would be employed 500 to.
1000 meters froam the Patrol Bage, If contact was made during the night
the element was reinforced with another nine-ship lift which stayed on |
strip alert at a secured location. Night assault landings also proved ‘
to be very effective in the securing and cordening of villages. This s
method was used either early in the evening or early in the morhing to wioet
prevent the. VG/NVA from leaving the village or hamlet. Night combat .
assaults greatly enbanced the eloments ability to maneuver at night with ;
more confidence, thérefore taking the night away from the VC/NVA forces
within the Bde TAOR, ' | o

__,..._,AVA.___.A‘—'._

£, All elements within the Bde #se three methods for marking and

jdentifying their locations for air support. The primary method is the
utilization of Jr=4 fuel placed in a medal contairer filled with soil and

. ignited with a trip flare, The burning time for the marker fluctuated

according to the size of the container but proved to be very effective |
during periods of long contact. The strobe light is the secondary method ,
used to mark or identify frierdly positions especially ambush patrols, Py

when contact is made, The last method used in the event that neither - ' ‘;
‘strobe lights or the JP= container was available, were trip flares 1
. thrown from the friendly positicns, This method is the least desirable |
e because of the burniing time of a trip flare and the method in which it i
"% s to be employed. T e '

15. (C) Commanders Analysis:

 a. During the TOAN THAMNG Campaign Phase IT, intensified Civic Actions i
and Psychological Operations were comducted, particularly during the i
Accelerated Facification Campaign from 1 November 1968 - 17 February |
1969, The Civié Action Program was directed toward short.range, high im-"
pact projects (see inclosures) amd designed to involve the Vietnamese
pecple in the effort on a self help basis. Our purpose was to jmprove
the general well-being of the populace and to clearly demonstrate the
interest of the GVN to the people. '

'_H

‘b, The most effective civic action activity was the MEDCAF II pro=-
gram, This program nct only gave much needed medical treatment to people :
in remote areas, but MEDCAP personnel alsoc helped teach and stress the !
importance of proper health amd sanitation habits through the distribution !
of ‘health leaflets, posters and other PSYOPS material, -Of major im=- |
portance were plague innoculations in Trung Lap Village, Cu Chi District i
which precluded the spreading of this dreaded disease, |

- 16 | | | |
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a. Civic Action Profects And Activities.

(a) Gonstructioné :

1. Dwellings
2, Roads
%. Churches
. Hospitals/Dispensaries
g; Market Flaces
6. Schoels
7. Bridges
8. Well Cappings
9. Underground Drains
10.. Hamlet Offices
11.. Information Stations
_1_20 Bulletin Boards
13. Hamlet Signs.
14, Culvert Bmplacement/Replacement
»12. Flag Toles

.
1)

‘(b) Health and Sanitation:

e

. MED{APs and DENTCAPs

. e Number
b. Fatients

.. Tnmunizations (Plague) .
. X-Rays (For Tuberculosis)
. Hospitals/Dispensaries Alded

H-hopdy

(c) Edﬁcaf.ioq :

“u .
. Schools Aided

1
2. School Kits

3. Volley Ball Sets
L. Soft Ball Bets

(d) 'wparate Institut.ions:
‘ Orphanages Aided
4, Commodity Distribution:
(a) Items and Quantity
" T-ghirts

1 *
Zo " Shorts
3. Caps

17
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12

36
30

15
13

599
53, 596

7,100
357

33
15,144
16

.25 800
2,600
475

s e

231 km
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4. Boccer Ball (amall)
5. Rubber Samdles
E. Toys
7. Clothing
8, Food
3. Cloth
10. Salad 0Oil
11. Candy
12, Soap ‘
13. MAgricultural Kits
14. Mid Wife Kits
15. Tool Kits

|

8, Impact'Activitiss:
{a) -Construction:

Lunber

Tar Paper

Nails '

“Faint

Tin Sheets

Cement Culverts
Cement

Gravel (laterite)
Sand

"Flywood Sheets
Construction Kits
Bricks

-—l—l.-l. .
ImfﬁhbhoknbmcﬂyﬂkﬂEMpm—=

(b) Barrier Materials
Sand Bags
Engineer Stakes
Wire, Concertina
Cvclone Fence
PSF, SSP

oo o —

»

(c)

g
|

7.62 Link
7.62 Ball

.30 Carb,
“.30:Cal, Link
A5 Cal.

.50 Cal,

M-72 LAW

. @

(034~ ?‘\I\_.ni-F*!\ni pj—=
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1,500

632

20,000
10,961 1bs
20,900 1bs
1,000 yds
13,000 gal
L, 500 1bs
8,600 1bs

198 -
25
8

216,000 bd ft
- 568 rolls
2,900 1bs
153 gal “
13620 g
135 )
2,&)0 'ba.gs
48 yds
70 yds .
57
- 61
4,100

268, 900
13,300
260 coils
10 rolls
930 sheets

545,000 rds
18,000 rds
3,600 rds
2,160 rds
6,000 rds
300 rds
6,000 rds
138 rds
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M-79 Grenades
M-26 Frag Greaades

Rifle I11um. Grenade
Smcde Grenades
Trip Flare

- .Signal Flare
Claymore Mines
Det Cord
C~4 Explosive
Caps, Blasting
Demolition Xit

-

f. TI'sychological Operations:

{a)

(b)

(e)

Air Operaticns
1. leaflets
~ a. Target Audience
(1) w
3 &
3) Civillan
2. loudspeaker
Ground Operatlions
1. leaflets
2. Loudspeaker

Evaluatiqp of Bffectivemnsss

1., Chieu Hoi
a. Ralliers to GVN side
b, Ralliers to US Forces

336 rds
LE0 rds

49 rds
125 rds
160 mis
288 rds
761 rds

174
1,000 ft
15 1bs

20

11,452,000
7,110,000
14,099,000

320 hours

97,162 .
159 hours

231
15

2. Tersons Reporting Information

a. Mines, Boobytraps

‘b. VG, NVA Activities

16. "'Commanders Recommendation:

a, Joint operations between US, ARVN, and provincial forces are a

" necessity at each echélon of command.

The initial loss of effectiveness .

dustodifficulties in coordinaticn and cormmand and ceontrol is more than

19
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i compensated for by the tremendous psychological and military impact of
these operations. After the initial successful operations have commenced,
future endeavors with the Vietnamese forces are more easily conducted.

‘ b. All operations must be oriented toward the existing pacifica-
tion program. Facification must not be overlocked even when the emphasis
switches to strike rather than consolidation operations. Experierce
indicates that it is extremely difficult to reinforce a pacification
program that has been supported then suddenly dropped for other tactical
operations. '

| FOR THE COMMANDER:

| . - '-‘5"". \ -
| . .‘.I Vi 4 ¥
i ) L}jzhl AT ¢ “‘l"‘[ ];)if‘g\-'l-'.’--}-‘:"i___l

| 2 Incl ) . GERAID (Jl. MAHAILKO
5 1. Execution period, Major, Infantry
! 1 Jun 68 - 30 Sep 68 Adjutant

i‘ 2. Execution pericd,
1 Oct 68 - 16 Feb 69
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